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1 ■ IE This communication is responsive to the Dreliminary amendment filed 04-14^ 
2. ^ The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-16 . 

3. 13 The drawings filed on 14 April 2004 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. M Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(aHd) or (f) 
a)iaAII b) □ Some* .c)D. None of the: . 

1. E Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.0 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. _. 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 
International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received; ^ . 

6. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 
lyn hereto or 2)0 to Paper No./Mail Date . . 

(b) n including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment /Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper NoViVIail Date . 

^' ^ S?oH I INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted Not. th. 

attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGlbT MATERIA^ 
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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 
1 . The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The primary reason 
for allowance of claims 1-6 is the claim 1 limitation for a communication intensity deciding part 
for deciding, according to a determination result from said power determining part, intensity of 
the optical signal to be emitted by said signal emitting part. The primary reason for allowance of 
claims 7-9 is the claim 7 limitation for a communication intensity deciding part for increasing 
intensity of the optical signal to be emitted by . said optical signal emitting part when said slave 
flash determining part determines that said preliminary slave light has not been emitted. The . 
primary reason for allowance of claims 10 and 12 is the claim limitation for a communication 
intensity deciding part for deciding, according to a measurement result from the photometry part, 
intensity of the optical signal to be emitted by said signal emitting part. The primary reason for 
allowance of claim 1 1 is the claim limitation that the photographing device sets intensity of the 
optical signal to be emitted by said dedicated signal emission device to be greater than the 
intensity of the optical signal to be emitted by the light/signal emission device. The primary 
reason for allowance of claim 13 is the claim limitation that the communication intensity 
deciding part sets signal intensity of the optical signal emitting part to be greater when emitted at 
times other than photography than at times of photography. The primary reason for allowance of 
claims 14-16 is the claim 14 limitation that when the slave flash device is set to be controlled, the 
communication intensity deciding part inhibits the signal emitting part from illuminating at the 
time of photographing. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
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fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
. Allowance." 

Telephone Numbers 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to William B. Perkey whose telephone number is (571) 272-2126. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 7:00am-5 :30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 

supervisor. Russ Adams can be reached on (571) 272-21 12. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of ah application may be obtained from the Patent 

Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 

may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 

applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 

system,. comact .the.Electromc Business Center (EBG) at 866-217-9197 (to^^^ 
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